A People at War: East Texans during the Civil War by Wooster, Ralph A & Wooster, Robert
East Texas Historical Journal
Volume 28 | Issue 1 Article 5
3-1990
A People at War: East Texans during the Civil War
Ralph A. Wooster
Robert Wooster
Follow this and additional works at: http://scholarworks.sfasu.edu/ethj
Part of the United States History Commons
Tell us how this article helped you.
This Article is brought to you for free and open access by SFA ScholarWorks. It has been accepted for inclusion in East Texas Historical Journal by an
authorized administrator of SFA ScholarWorks. For more information, please contact cdsscholarworks@sfasu.edu.
Recommended Citation
Wooster, Ralph A. and Wooster, Robert (1990) "A People at War: East Texans during the Civil War," East Texas Historical Journal: Vol.
28: Iss. 1, Article 5.
Available at: http://scholarworks.sfasu.edu/ethj/vol28/iss1/5
EAST TEXAS HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION
A PEOPLE AT WAR:
EAST TEXANS DURING THE CIVIL WAR
3
by Ralph A. and Robert Wooster
Like most Texans, the people of the eastern part of the state were
deeply troubled by the sectional controversies that divided the nation dur-
ing the 18505. While most East Texans had a deep attachment to the Union,
they were increasingly concerned over the attacks upon the southern way
of life by northern political leaders. The people of the region viewed with
alarm the election of Abraham Lincoln as president of the United States
in November 1860. When it was known that Lincoln and the Republican
Party had won the election, demonstrations for Southern independence
occurred throughout East Texas. Sam Barron, a recent arrival from
Alabama and later a member of the Third Texas Cavalry. was in Cherokee
county when news of Lincoln's election was received. When Barron entered
the town of Rusk, "the Lone Star flag was floating over the court-house
and Abraham Lincoln, in effigy. was hanging to the limb of a sweet gum
tree that stood near the northwest corner of the court yard. It I
Most East Texans favored immediate action. Citizens attending a mass
meeting in Houston adopted resolutions requesting Governor Sam
Houston to call a convention of the people to consider the question of
Federal relations. The editor of the Marshall Texas Republican denounced
Governor Sam Houston for excessive timidity and joined the call for a
state convention to consider secession. Charles DeMorse, editor of the
influential Clarksville Standard, argued that the Union was being
fragmented. "He who cannot see it is blind politically. tl "It is past hope."
he lamented. Even J.W. Barrett. editor of the Harrison Flag, who per-
i sonally favored a more cautious policy of waiting until Lincoln committedl some overt act hostile to the South, agreed that the people demand action. 2
Governor Houston reluctantly gave approval to the calling of a state
convention in late January 1861. In this convention East Texans played
a prominent role. Among the better known East Texas delegates were John
H. Reagan, United States congressman from Anderson County; Joseph
L. Hogg, former congressman of the Republic, delegate to the 1845
constitutional convention, Mexican War veteran, and future Civil War
general; William P. Rogers of Harris County, successful attorney. state
legislator, and friend of Governor Houston; William B. Ochiltree of Har-
rison County. popular attorney, judge. and former Whig candidate for
governor; William T. Scott of Harrison County, wealthy plantation and
slave owner, former congressman of the Republic. and long-time member
of the state legislature; Haden H. Edwards of Nacogdoches County, son of
Ralph A. Wooster, a past president of the East Texas Historical Association, is Associate
Vice President at Lamar University, Beaumont.
Robert Wooster is Assistant Professor of History ac Corpus Chri,'ili Slate University.
4 EAST TEXAS HISTORICAL ASSOCIAnON
a prominent Texas empresario, general in the army of the Republic, former
congressman and state legislator; and George W. Chilton of Smith County,
Mexican War veteran, state legislator, and successful attorney_ Supreme
Court Judge Oran M. Roberts, formerly of San Augustine and now a
delegate from Smith County, was chosen presiding officer of the conven-
tion. Another East Texan, wealthy landowner, former empresario and
revolutionary leader Thomas Jefferson Chambers of Anahuac, was
appointed chairman of the powerful Committee on Federal Relations. 3
Although most of the East Texas delegates supported secession, seven
of the eight convention delegates who voted against the secession ordinance
came from northeast Texas. Three of the seven represented Lamar County,
two were from Wood County, one from Titus County, and one, James
W. Throckmorton, was from Collin Coun.ty. 4 Throckmorton, a thirty-
five year old Tennessee-born lawyer and state legislator, was particularly
defiant of those in the gallery who hissed when he recorded his "No" vote.
"Mr. President," he remarked, "when the rabble hiss, well may patriots
tremble. 5
The convention did provide that the secession ordinance be submitted
to the voters of the state in a popular referendum. In this election, held
on February 23, 1861, voters in only one of the thirty-five counties included
in the Handbook of Texas definition of "East Texas" cast a majority of
their ballots against secession. This one county, Angelina, is located in
the heart of deep East Texas. Here, the voters, mainly herdsmen and small
farmers, rejected secession by a vote of 184-139. 6
Most East Texans were avid secessionists. In thirty of the thirty-five
east Texas counties included in the arc running from Red River County
through Leon County on down to include Harris and Galveston counties
on the coast, over seventy-five percent of the voters approved secession.
Only in Angelina, Hardin in the Big Thicket, and Titus, Wood, and Red
River counties in the extreme northeastern tier did more than one-fourth
of the voters reject immediate separation from the Union. In many East
Texas counties the vote for secession was overwhelming; in Anderson,
Galveston, Harrison, Newton, Polk, Panola, Smith, Trinity, and Tyler
counties over ninty-percent of the voters endorsed secession. In Marion
County in the northeast section of the state, 467 voters were recorded for
secession; none were reported in opposition. 7
Opposition to secession was stronger in the counties located just
beyond the Red River-Woad-Leon arc that are frequently considered a
part of "greater East Texas." Voters in Lamar, Fannin l Grayson, Cooke,
Montague, Collin, and Jack counties joined ten German hill country
counties in which a majority of voters rejected secession. At least forty
percent of the voters in Wise, Denton, Hunt, and Van Zandt counties,
all included in the "greater East Texas" sphere, cast their ballots against
secession. Voters in these counties were much under the cultural influence
of the upper South, as opposed to the other areas of East Texas which
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were under the cultural influence of the lower South, where support for
slavery and secession was strong. 8
East Texas enthusiasm for secession carried over into the war effort.
When the news of the firing on Fort Sumter reached East Texas in mid-
April, 1861. leading citizens called upon the youth of the region to join
the Confederate army. The editor of the Marshall Texas Republican,
Robert W. Loughery, believed there would be no difficulty or delay in
recruiting East Texans. Charles DeMorse, editor of the Clarksville
Standard, was equally confident that the people of East Texas would
support the war effort. "We cannot think the contest will last long," he
wrote. "Without authority of Congress - with a Treasury bankrupt - with
the heart of great bodies of Northern People all adverse, how can it last,"
he asked. The attempt by the North to subdue the South he believed "the
most supreme folly of the age - the most superlative foolery."~
Recruitment and enrollment of troops was the main activity in East
Texas during the late spring and summer of 1861. Almost every community
formed some type of military unit. The young men underwent a routine
of drill, attended an endless round of public ceremonies, and received vary-
ing degrees of military instruction. Some East Texans, who eventually
formed a large part of Hood's Texas Brigade, were in the capable, if not
always popular, hands of drill instructor Colonel R.T.P. Allen, a West
Point graduate and former commandant of Bastrop Military Academy.
The Roan's Prairie encampment in Grimes county resembled the summer
olympics, according to historian Harold B. Simpson, as men from Mont-
gomery, Grimes, and Walker counties competed against one another in
running, jumping, wrestling, boxing, and other games. 10
As companies were formed and rudimentary instruction completed,
citizens of the area participated in public ceremonies in which the units
were given a farewell as they departed for war. The highlight of such
ceremonies was the presentation of a Confederate or company flag by the
local citizenry. The first such affair occurred in East Texas on April 20
as the W.P. Lane Rangers, the first company in the area to be raised and
sent off to war I received its flag."
One of the most enthusiastic send-offs received by any East Texas
unit was the one given the Henderson Guards, commanded by Captain
William K. "Howdy" Martin. The Guards, officially designated as
Company K, 4th Texas Infantry. gathered at the small town of Fincastle
in southwestern Henderson County before leaving for Camp Van Darn
on Buffalo Bayou. In this ceremony, attended by hundreds of citizens,
the Guards were presented a Confederate flag by Miss Ann Tindel. After
a large barbecue, members of the Guards and local citizens listened to
Martin deliver a colorful speech. Martin, who acquired his nickname
because he greeted one and all with a rousing "Howdy I tl was one of the
best stump speakers in the state. According to one account he spoke "with
a voice like thunder," and l'as he spoke he would shake his long hair and
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look like he was mad enough to eat a Yankee raw. Ol2
East Texans marched off to war wearing a wide variety of uniforms.
Comrades advised John W. Stevens of the Polk Rifles to "get just what
suited his fancy and have it made up in any style he chose - jest so it was
a uniform. t, Cavalrymen selected an especially colorful array of clothing
in the early days of the war. Captain Sam Richardson of the Lone Rangers
wore gaudy leopard skin pants when he led his company off to war. Coats
were both single and double breasted, with great diversities of color and
style. Most East Texans, whether infantry of cavalry, wore wide-brimmed
felt hats or gray caps with visors. 13
Often local citizens were called upon to provide uniforms and equip-
ment for the new recruits. The "Texas Hunters," a company formed in
eastern Harrison County, for example, were given cadet gray uniforms
and new repeating rifles by local citizenry. Citizens of Larissa provided
a horse, bridle, saddle, and blankets for the bugler recruited for the Lone
Star Defenders. Malachiah Reeves of the "Crockett Southrons," officially
Company I of the 1st Texas Infantry, noted that citizens of Crockett con-
tributed money for tents and uniforms for his company. 14 Others carried
what equipment they could provide for themselves. San Augustinets D.T.
Hanks recalled: "Evry fellow (was) equiped as he considered with the best
Accouterments of war. There arms Consisting of Almost evry Conceivable
Kind of Gun that Could be Colected in the Country."1 S
Not knowing what pitfalls the future might bring, East Texans often
overburdened themselves with equipment and clothing in the early days
of the war. W.W. Heartsill, a clerk in Marshall before the war, recalled
that his horse "Pet" carried the following items when he embarked for
war in April, 1861:
myself, saddle, bridle, saddle blanket, curry comb, horse brush, coffee
pot, tin cup, 20 Ibs. ham, 200 biscuit, 5 Ibs sugar, one large pound
cake presented to me by Mrs. C E Talley, 6 shirts 6 prs socks, 3 prs
drawers, 2 prs pants, 2 jackets, 1 pr heavy mud boots, one Colt's
revolver, one small dirk, four blankets, sixty feet of rope, with a twelve
inch iron pin attached; with all these, and divers and sundry little
momentoes from friends. J 6
Most East Texans believed the war would be of short duration and
result in a decisive Confederate triumph. When the war continued after
the Confederate victory at Manassas in July 1861, it became increasingly
obvious that the struggle would be longer than most East Texans had
anticipated. Indeed, East Texans already were collecting woolen goods,
blankets, and warm clothing for troops in Virginia, Tennessee, Kentucky,
and Arkansas prior to an official call in September by the Confederate
Secretary of the War for such items. l7 In addition, ladies volunteer relief
associations were formed in the various towns of the region not only to
aid in the gathering and packaging of items for the army, but also to
provide aid and assistance to families of Texas servicemen. U
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The indecisive nature of the military campaigns of late summer and
fall of 1861 displeased many East Texans. Robert A. Loughery, editor
of the Marshall Texas Republican, was especially critical of the army's
failure to launch a more aggressive campaign. Quoting from the Charleston
Mercury, he argued "if there is to be war, let the enemy be made to feel
it where he is most vital! Let him enjoy the spectacle of his own towns
and villages in flames, behold his own people - men, women, and children
- flying in terror, than suffer him to thrust this terrible spectacle again
before our eyes, in our homes, at the expense of the people. tl "We have
never been able to appreciate the wisdom of the Fabian policy adopted
by our government," Loughery declared. "The destruction of Harrisburg,
Philadelphia, and Zanesville, Columbus, and Cincinnati, and laying waste
all that portion of Pennsylvania and Ohio contiguous to Virginia, would
bring the Lincolnites to their senses. The war must be brought home to
them; they must be made to feel and fully realize its horrors. Then, and
not until then, will they be sollicitious (sic.) for peace." 19
In February, 1862, Loughery again called for a general offensive.
"Shall we wait until the war is brought home to our doors, before we
advance?" he asked. "In Heaven's name, and the name of humanity, we
say no!"20
As the war entered its second year, the economy of East Texas in-
creasingly was devoted to producing goods and materials necessary to sup-
port the war effort. One of the most ambitious undertakings was the ord-
nance works located at Tyler. In the spring of 1862, J.C. Short, a local
gunsmith, was asked by the Texas Military Board to supply .577 caliber
Mississippi rifles for the use of Texas soldiers. Short formed a partner-
ship with William S.N. Briscoe, another Tyler gunsmith, and George Yar-
brough, a local businessman who put up most of the $80,000 required
to build an armory. One hundred acres of land located south of Tyler
was purchased, where the new firm of Short, Briscoe and Company began
construction of a brick building to serve as an armory. The partners signed
a contract with the Texas Military Board to produce 5000 Mississippi rifles
at $30 cash. 21
The Tyler firm soon found itself bogged down in bureaucratic red
tape and lack of materials and skilled gunsmiths. Consequently, the Tyler
works had produced only one rifle for the state when the plant was pur-
chased by the Confederate government.
Once the Confederacy purchased the Works, additional machinery,
some from Arkansas, was installed and over 200 workmen were employed
under the direction of Lieutenant Colonel a.H. Hill. Colonel Hill added
a tin shop, carpenter shop, laboratory. and shoe shop to the works.
Between the fall of 1863 and May 1865, thousands of rifles, cartridges.
musket balls. ammunition boxes, canteens, and a vast area of
miscellaneous items were produced at the Tyler works. 22
8 EAST TEXAS HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION
Although the Tyler works was the largest, and ultimately the most
successful, supplier of weapons in East Texas, it was by no means the only
ordnance facility in the region. The firm of Whitescarver and Campbell,
located eight miles south of Rusk, produced several hundred rifles for the
Confederate army. Gunmakers Billups and Hassel had a factory in the
town of Plentitude in Anderson County where they manufactured 600
Mississippi ritles for the Confederacy. A large arsenal and percussion cap
factory was established in Harris County at a point on Buffalo Bayou
known as "Arsenal Bend." The owner of the factory, J.C. Wilson, also
operated the Texas Sword Factory which made edged weapons for the
Confederate army. Another Houstonian, G. Erickson, produced a popular
percussion Derringer at his shop in the Bayou City. E.B. Nichols,
superintendent of the railroad linking Houston and Galveston, produced
several rifled cannon used in coastal defense. Percussion caps, primers,
and rockets were manufactured at a munitions factory located in
Galveston. 2J
Confederate and state authorities frequently failed to take advantage
of civilian offers to produce military equipment. East Texan Jefferson
Nash, founder of the first iron foundry in the state, offered to produce
rifles, cannon, shot, and shells at his Marion County facility. but received
no governmental encouragement or assistance. Nash did produce some
cannon balls for the army but there is no record that any rifles or cannons
were made at his foundry. 24
East Texas played an important part in the production of uniforms
and hats for southern soldiers. The state penitentiary at Huntsville, where
nearly three million yards of cotton and wool cloth were produced during
the war, was vital to the Confederate and state war efforts. The Clothing
Manufacturers Company, located at the corner of the Post Office Building
in Marshall, produced army coats and trousers for the Confederacy. The
Hussey and Logan Manufacturing Company of Daingerfield was another
important supplier of wool and cotton goods. The Confederate States Hat
Factory in Gilmer (Upshur County) produced hats for the Confederate
army, while the Southern Hattery in Marshall manufactured hats exclu-
sively for Confederate troops from Texas. 25
A wide variety of other East Texas industries contributed to the war
effort. In September 1863, the Confederate Commissary and Subsistence
Service signed a contract with LB. Dunn of Jefferson for the slaughter
and packing of beef for the Confederate army. Unfortunately the quality
of the beef packed by the Dunn company was not high and complaints
came from troops to whom the meat was distributed. Although efforts
were made to correct the situation, the war ended before the quality of
the Jefferson product improved. 26
The various tannery operations in East Texas during the war were
more successful. The Bennett Smith Tannery in Henderson, the J. Marshall
Tanning Yard in Marshall, the Jefferson Tannery, located one and one-
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half miles from Jefferson, the Rebel Tannery, located six miles west of
Marshall, and the Decatur Bryan Tannery, located on the Coffeeville road
approximately twelve miles from Marshall, all produced leather goods for
the Confederate army. 27
The Confederate army maintained a number of shops and depots in
East Texas. One of the best was the quartermaster depot at Mound Prairie
in Anderson county. The Mound Prairie facility included a sawmill, flour
and grist mill, a cotton spinning building, a blacksmith shop, a foundry,
a harness shop, a tin stop, a shoe shop, two large storage warehouses,
and fourteen dwelling places. 28 The Confederate Field Transportation
Bureau maintained wagon shops at Hempstead, Tyler, Rusk, Paris, Waco,
and Mount Pleasant. Shipyards were built on Goose Creek in east Harris
County and at Beaumont for the making and repairing of naval vessels. 29
East Texans participated in all of the major engagements at the bat-
tle front in 1861 and 1862. Many, such as former Tyler school teacher
James Douglas, were anxious to meet the enemy. Writing in October 1861
from Arkansas to his girl friend, Douglas stated "the boys are manifesting
great joy at the prospect of an engagement, as I write they are talking
and laughing merrily, and singing war songs around me. lt10 Others, such
as Beaumonter William A. Fletcher, were concerned that they might show
fear under combat. Fletcher noted that when he first saw battle with
Hood's Texas Brigade he was suffering from diarrhea, "but to my sur-
prise the excitement, or something else, had affected a cure. "31
Like Fletcher, many East Texans served in Virginia with John Bell
Hood. Under Hood the East Texans participated in some of the most fierce
fighting in the war. This was particularly true in mid-September, 1862,
when Hood's First Texas Infantry Regiment, composed primarily of East
Texans, drove Union forces back through the cornfield at the Battle of
Sharpsburg, thus blunting the main Union assault. In doing so, the First
Texas sustained 82.3 percent casualties, the highest of any regiment in a
single day of fighting in the Civil War. n
Most Texans, no matter from what section of the state, preferred
cavalry service to that of the infantry. Twelve mounted companies from
the eastern part of the state served under Henry H. Sibley in the ill-fated
New Mexico campaign of 1861-1862. Troopers from Harrison and Mont-
gomery counties made up Company K of the most illustrious of all Texas
mounted units, Terry's Texas Rangers. East Texans also comprised large
segments of the Third, Sixth, Ninth, and Twenty-Seventh Cavalry
regiments, which eventually formed Lawrence Sullivan ("SuP') Ross'
Texas Brigade. These units saw heavy action in Arkansas, Indian Territory,
Mississippi, Tennessee, and Georgia. Smith County provided many of the
members of Texas' most renouned artillery unit, the Good-Douglas Bat-
tery.13
East Texans rejoiced at Confederate victories and were sadden to hear
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of Southern defeats on the field of battle. In early September 1862, when
General Robert E. Lee's army moved across the Potomac River into
Maryland and General Braxton Bragg began his Kentucky invasion, the
editor of the Texas Republican noted that "at no period of the war has
the Confederate cause looked so bright as it does now." A month later
as both Lee and Bragg withdrew from Maryland and Kentucky, the editor
admitted "there seems to have been recently a sudden check in our
movements.'·14
The loss of Galveston to Union naval forces in early October 1862
brought the war home to East Texas. Residents of the area were appalled
by the failure of Confederate forces to defend the city. They were elated,
when l three months later on January 1. 1863. General John B. Magruder
led Confederate forces from Houston to recapture the island. Equally satis-
fying was the Confederate repulse of a large Union force that attempted
to move up Sabine Pass in the southeastern corner of the state in the
autumn of 1863. 35
The fall of Vicksburg to General U.S. Grant in July 1863 was par-
ticularly disheartening to East Texans because it meant that the states west
of the Mississippi River were cut off from the rest of the Confederacy.
The town of Marshall became increasingly important to the Confederate
war effort. A powder mill and ordnance works were moved from Arkan-
sas to Marshall during 1863. General Edmund Kirby Smith, Confederate
commander of the Trans-Mississippi Department, gradually moved his
operational headquarters to the area. The Quartermaster Bureau located
several of its offices, including the tax-in-kind department, in Marshall,
and in late 1863 the Confederate government of Missouri made Marshall
its temporary capital. 16
The increasing importance of Marshall and other towns of northeast
Texas was not lost on Union military authorities. In the spring of 1864
a Union force of some 27,000 men commanded by Major General
Nathaniel P. Banks moved up the Red River toward Shreveport. Banks
hoped to drive across northwestern Louisiana into northeastern Texas and
capture Marshall and other northeast Texas towns. On April 8, 1864.
however, Banks was repulsed by Confederate troops, many of them East
Texans. at Sabine Cross Roads near Mansfield, Louisiana, about fifty
miles below Shreveport. Banks slowly retreated back to the Mississippi
River and withdrew southward towards Baton Rouge l thus ending the most
serious military threat to East Texas during the war. 11
Although most East Texans were pro-Confederate, there were those
who failed to support the war effort. Some of these were deserters from
the Confederate army. Ella Lonn, whose study on Civil War desertion
completed in 1928 remains the standard source for the subject, believes
that there were nearly 3000 deserters in the woods and brush of northern
Texas. She lists Wood, Van Zandt. Henderson. Dallas, Denton, Cooke,
Grayson. and Jefferson counties as part of "Deserter Country" in the
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South. 38 The Houston Tri-Weekly Telegraph described a community
established in Walker County by deserters. According to this account the
deserters controlled an area about sixty miles in width where they built
shacks t cleared land, planted corn, and began a tannery. A raid by Con-
federate authorities in the fall of 1864 resulted in the capture of over twenty
deserters. 39
Several bands of Union sympathizers, or"Jayhawkers," lived in the
Big Thicket of East Texas during the Civil War. Captain Charles Bullock,
commander of a company of home guards from Woodville, was assigned
the task of capturing these Union sympathizers. He captured one such
band led by Warren Collins and put them in the Woodville jail, but the
Jayhawkers managed to escape from jail and returned to their haven in
the Thicket. Bullock called upon Confederate authorities for assistance.
Captain James Kaiser and a troop of Confederates were dispatched from
Galveston. Kaiser surrounded a large Jayhawker encampment and set the
woods afire. At least two Jayhawkers were killed but the majority escaped.
"Kaiser's Burnout, 't site of the encounter. remains a Big Thicket
landmark. 40
For the people of East Texas the Civil War meant personal sacrifices.
As the area of the state nearest to the fighting, East Texas suffered much
from economic dislocation. The addition of thousands of refugees from
Louisiana and Arkansas and the effect of the Union naval blockade caused
various shortages. Items such as coffee, tea, shoes, quinine, soda, sugar,
and calico cloth were either not available or carried exorbitant prices. Like
other southerners, East Texans turned to a wide variety of substitutes but
few were considered equal to the real commodity.4l
Confederate military reversals in Tennessee and Georgia in 1864
caused increased concern among the people of East Texas. The fall of
Atlanta and General William T. Sherman's "march to the sea" in the fall
of 1864 demonstrated the desperate nature of the military situation. East
Texas newspaper editors continued to maintain a brave front even in the
face of these adversities. The editor of the Galveston Weekly News was
still convinced that there was no reason to despair. By the blessings of
"God/' he wrote, "our deliverance will come."42 The editor of the Mar-
shall Texas Republican believed that Hood's Tennessee campaign would
yet turn the tide. "With no enemy to interrupt his progress," he asked
"what is to prevent him from taking Nashville, overrunning Tennessee
and Kentucky. and retaliating in Ohio for the outrages perpetrated by
Sherman in Georgia. "H
While the newspaper editors attempted to inspire confidence in their
readers, Confederate military fortunes continued to deteriorate. Hoodls
Tennessee campaign was a failure. After suffering heavy losses at Franklin
in late November, Hood drove on to Nashville, where in mid-December
Union forces destroyed his army. Captain James Douglas from Tyler, in
a letter he cautioned not "to be shown outside the family," wrote "our
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country is in much the worse condition it has ever been ... If a great deed
is not done this winter the Yanks will close the war in the spring. "44
Young Douglas proved to be prophetic. In the spring of 1865 Con-
federates continued to suffer military reversals. Petersburg and Richmond
fell in early April~ and faced with overwhelming numbers~ Robert E. Lee
surrendered his beleaguered army on April 9, 1865. Lee's surrender caused
even the most determined East Texans to despair. Kate Stone, a Loui-
siana refugee who spent the later part of the war in East Texas, noted
in her journal that this news caused great gloom in Tyler. "All this is too
dreadful to believe." she wrote. "God spare us from this crushing blow
and save our dying country. "4'
General John B. Magruder, commanding the district of Texas, and
General Edmund Kirby Smith, commanding the Trans-Mississippi depart-
ment~ attempted to convince East Texans that the war was not lost, but
with little success. Kate Stone reported that confusion and anarchy
prevailed in Tyler as soldiers abandoned their posts and seized property
and stores. 46 Kirby Smith admonished civilians and soldiers to stand firm,
but even he was eventually forced to accept the inevitable. On June 2,
1865, with General Magruder at his side~ Smith boarded the United States
warship Fort Jackson in Galveston Bay and formally surrendered his com-
mand. 47
The editor of the Galveston Weekly News probably voiced the opinion
of many East Texans in June 1865 when he wrote:
After four years spent in a bloody, exhausting and fruitless con-
test, the Southern people, both soldiers and citizens, with unanimous
consent have agreed to lay down their arms, and recognize the
supremacy of the laws of the United States. The principle of seces-
sion has been referred to the arbitrament of the sword, and the deci-
sion has been given against it. 43
Beaumonter William Fletcher, who had spent four years with Hood's
Brigade in Virginia and Tennessee, perhaps best expressed the views of
those East Texans who had seen the war as front line soldiers. "With the
Armistice of Johnston and Sherman, and the report of Lee's surrender,
all hopes were gone, and the thought of returning home, defeated~ seemed
to be depicted in each face, and for a few days I don't think I saw a smile
.... " But like many other East Texans after some reflection Fletcher came
to accept the inevitable:
I think I passed a few days of the blankest part of my existence.
I seemed to have no thought of the past, present, or future ... For-
tunately. however. the spell was soon broken; and I awoke, as it were,
to realize that there was a future. I have ever been thankful that dur-
ing the war and since l I carried no hatred against the victorious foe;
and I soon learned that they looked upon the cause of the strife as
I did, and performed it as one of their most sacred duties.·~
And so the great war ended. East Texans had experienced fOUf years as
a people at war. Now many of them returned to their farms and homes
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and resumed their normal routines. For those who had lost loved ones
in the war or who would lose their slaves as a result of emancipation, life
would never again be the same. 50 Some packed their belongings and headed
west; others picked up the pieces and helped to rebuild the South and the
nation.
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